By SUSAN F, WOLFERT

Logking af Taylar Maithews, vou
s22 o lypical Edgemont 13-year-old
whose life centers on school,
fnemds, family, ant and pors. Bul if
you spend a little time with ber, vou
see ol pust 3 typical kid, bBue also
someone with exteaordinary talens.
grace, strength and compassion

I the past 18 manths, Taylor has
declored war against a diagnosis of
bone cancer and taken to task o
country that vastly underfunds
research for childhood cancers.
Taylor' s funidmisine- cnmade wagsd
while undergoing multiple surpenes,
high-dose chemotherapy and count
less hospitalizations, has changed:
the Tace of pedintric cancer research,
already raising roughly $300,000

I May 2003, Taylor was [ and
finishing up sixth grade ar the Seely
Place Schoal. She had always been
active in spons, but began 1o experi-
ence a shortness of boeath during
riporous soccer drills, A series of
doctor visits ultimately yizlded a
diagnosis of ostessarcama,

From the outsar, Taylor went inlo
banle, “She cried when she heard
the news, but regrouped and said
ler*s go for pizza.” said Taylor's
father, Bob Matthews. After the
pizza, Taylor's ordeal of scons, pro-
cedures, medications and transfu-
sions began,

Taylor's parents said that the
young patient was o part of every
medical decision, fought vigorously
1o be dizcharged from every hosp-
talizition and even balked at taking
pain rl'!l:-dll'.‘al:il:m dur:m;: L :\.l..||;|,;i|,:i||
procedure for which she was awake.
Once, following surgery, a nurse
insisted that Taylor walk more 1o aid

“You can’t help but
be upbeat when
- you're exposed
to Taylor and
her fight.”

— Mo LANDal

her recovery. S0, Taylor grabbed hey
dod and her IV pole and left the
huil.:l:ng

Taylor spent the better part of 2
year in the hospatal with her mother.
Sue, at ber side. Bab sapd that after
hiz other daugliters Ryan {now 15)
end Corey {now 10} wen: 1o bed, 'l
would make a pot of coffee and do
Intermet research on pediatric cancer
well into the night.,” That resensch
genersled names of expents, cuthng
ecdge technology and & dxlermination
b 1ake mattacs info their own hamls,

Armed with a vast arsenal of
knowledge, Bob had consultations
with dectors nationwide to purses a
collaborative approach 1o Taylor's
treavment, He leamed, "Research is
focused on single drugs, but the
answer is dnug cockiails™

Afer a tharough search, Bob
fourd a ream willing to be both cre-
alive and aggressive ol Columbia
Presbytecian Hospilal in Mew York,
Sue said, “the main thiag peopls
should know is that they have choic-
es" when facing medical eanditions,

Belr also learned, "Almost overy
drug in wsz is merely a drug devel-

aped for adults thal happened o
have applicability in kids. Even
when a drug directed at pediatric
cancer 15 discovered, it may not be
produced becauss there is no mansy
in it for the drug companies.™

And because cancer is dramatical-
Iy morne prevalent in adults than in
children, researchers have vastly
barger adult study groups. “But kids
are not small adults. They're differ-
ent,” said Bob. Also, added Suee;
“Adult research trges siving lives
for 30 or 30 years. With kids, you
haws b look 70 years ahead.”™

I"-'l.lrllu_.' the wear following
Taylor's dingnosis, o vast armray ol
famaly, fricnds and nzighbors helped
manage the Mauhews" home front
Bob smd, “We didn"t make dinners
for & year,” And Taylor, nol content
Just 0o endure an excneciating period
of surgeries, illneis and missing the
aewvaryiday life of school and friznds,
fecwsed on Noding ways 10 help oth-
ers denling with similar conditions,

Taylor said she was moved by the
sulfening of other patiends she mex o
the hospital and was bewildensd by
how undecfunded pediatric cancer
research is in this country.
According o Bob, the United States
govemment spends roughly 515 per
pesson an all cancer research (o tiny
fraction of whal it spends on
defense, he adds), Of that 315, pedi-
atne cancer research is allocated
approxirmately &0 cents,

Bab sail, “Frivate donations and
philanthropy are all [children with
cancer] have. Taylor knows this
story first hand and she is deter-
minet to change it.” Sn, when fami-
Iy [mend and Edgemont resident Jill
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Edgemont teen wins war against cancer
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Abraham proposed the idea of Taylor
designing hair accessories and selling
therm (o support pediatric cancer
reszarch, Taylor jumped on it

Abraham said, “From the moment
Taylor was diagnosed, my answering
machine would fill up in an howr with
people asking what Ly could do. |
knew there had 1o be something more
than just having people moke dinnar for
them.” She addad thar she thought the
idea would give Taylor something fun
to do and positive 1o focus on,

Abraham enlisted the help of
Edgzemont resident Susan Berman who
owns & buiiness designing scarves,
belts and hair accessones in Manhaitan
Abraham and Berman brought fabric
sampies 10 Taylor in the hospital and a
new forcs 1n the war againsl CARCEE Was
put inte motion,

"We worked every day on the laga,
the hang tags, the labels and the
wording,” said Abrabam. And, with
help from legions of Taylor's friends,
the first items of the so-called Tay-
bandz line were launched in
September 2003.

The Tay-bandz debut ook place at
Edgemont’s back-to-school barbecus
and yielded £6,000 in one night.
Berman noted, “Even when Taylor
felt miserable, it made her happy o
work on Tay-bandz.” Tayler's mom
added, "Tay-bandz has really been
part of the cure "

“Adter the first sale, 1 just wanted to
keap going.” said Taylor. The produect
line Has since been expanded to includa

key chains, hats, belts, walches,
bracelzts, beach bags and Mip-Mops.
Products are sold through the Tay-
bandz Web stz (wasw tlaybandz.org), at
various Edgemaont school functigons,
through several local retailers and at
other evenits arranged by Imends and
family members.

Tay-bandz is an incorporated, not-
for-profit business with Taylor at its
helm. (5 purpose is to raise money for
and awareness of pediatnic cancer and,
currently, o raise 1 million for a pedi-
atric cancer lab ar Columbia
Presbyierian Hospital, Sue noted, “99.5
percent of the Tay-bandz profits go
straight to Columbia. We ilerally hand
e check o them.”

According 1o Edgemmont resident and
Columbia-based pediaric oncologist
Julia Glade-Bender, the goal of the lab
there is 10 understand the biology of
pediatric solid wmoes in an effort 1o
eradicate them. The lab is studying
angiogenesis, or the formation of blood
vessels that cemprise the tumors
Researchers there have endeavored o
inhtbit the growth of umors by cutting
off the Blood vessels' supply of oxypen
and nuerition.

Ginde-Bender noted that Columbia
Presbyterian was recently named one of
owver 200 hospitals nationwide to shars
in 2 52,25 milhon govemment grant to
study oncology in children, “The pis i
=0 small,” she said and added that
roughly 14,000 kids are diagnoscd
annually.

Another Edgemont resident instru-
mental in Tay-bandz s Maggi Landau,
who runs the company’s business side.

Landay said thar Taylor i the “driving
force behind Tay-bandz and has incred-
ible ideas and enthusiasm.” Even
though Landau handles banking, inven-
tory, orders and financial reports,
*Taylor knows all the stars end fig-
ares,' she said.

Lanclag, who is serving her first year
on the Edgemont Board of Education,
said she became involved with Tay-
bandz & year ago. Landau’s husband,
Bobby Minter, died from cancer
2001 and Landaw was finalizing the
dissolution of his advertising business
when a mwtoal friend intreduced her to
the Mlanhews family.

“T fell in love with them immediate-
I, And [ needed Lo stay connscted to
she cancer community because it had
been so helpful to my famaly,” Landau
explained. She added, *You can't help
but be wpbear when you're exposad o
Tawler and her fight.”

Landau said that the Edgemant com-
munily &nd school system had besn
incredibly supportive in the develop-
ment of Tay-bandz. 5he noted that
another Edgemont resident, Rick
Hobish, was invaleable in helmng Tay-
bandz incorporate and deal with the
legal side of the businesz, “This com-
munity is so extracedinary.” she said

While undergoing cancer ireatments
ond developing Tay-bandz, Taylor
also kept up with her schoolwork
enabling her wo enter eighth grade with
her class this fall despite having
missed a year of school. And, Taylor
has undemaken several sther fundrais-
ing activitics as well, o

Last May, Taylor rounded up pon-
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gors and participants for a 3-mile
walkathon to raise money for the
Scarsdale-based Pediatric Cancer
Foundation, an organization chal sup-
ports pediatric cancer research at sev-
eral different hospitals, Tavioc's 600
cecruits ar that event comprised over
half of the total wenout and included
three busleads of Edgemont partici-
pants.

Another recent evenl 'was a parl-
nership with reailer Bast & Co. in
which many Greenwich, Conn.,
getzilers agreed to donate |5 percent
of their one-day sales 1o pediatric
cancer research at Colombia
Preshyierian. Taylor also invested
some Tay-bandz Tunds in a huge
dowation of new tovs and games at
thie clinic there.

Taylor is nothing less than a force
of nature. Mow in remission and with
a full schedule of school and
extracurricular activities, she is look-
ing ahead to breadening the Tay-
bandz line and embarking on other
fund- and awareness-raising aetivi-
ties as well,

Taylor developed a green wristbansd
etched with “Kids Curing Cancer” due
out in the next few weeks and 15 works
N On & program o kave other children
with cancer design Tay-bandz acces-
sories. She is also seeking corpotate
partnecs and thinking of sponsoring a
medical student or fellow pursuing
pediatric cancer research,

And Taylor no doubt has many Other
ideas. But she had to leave the intes-
view to go celebrate a friend's bat mitz-
vash, A rypical ieenager, indesd.



